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A NEW CITYSCAPE: Spokane consultant Bill Grimes, who wrote the
city's "urban village" growth plan, envisions a transformation at
the intersection of James, North State and Iowa streets. He says
new two-story buildings, with stores and offices on the ground
floors and residences above, would help connect the
neighborhood. MAME BURNS HERALD PHOTO

'Urban village' plan aims to create new
communities within Bellingham

Aubrey Cohen, The Bellingham Herald

Bellingham's civic leaders envision
fitting most of the city's growth
through 2022 into "urban villages"
that mix homes,
schools, churches, public space,
frequent transit and other

amenities.

"An urban village is a community
that provides for the needs of the
people on all levels," said Kathleen
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"I think that the urban village is far more than just walkable
shopping," she said. "It's about living in a place where people can be
connected to each other."

Sprawl has isolated people, spurring obesity, depression, divorce and
illness, Hill said. "Nobody's walking anywhere because they're all
driving because they have to because everything's so spread out."

The growth strategy calls for putting most of the 14,100 homes
needed for the 31,600 people Bellingham is projected to gain by
2022 into 23 urban villages spread around the city.

By making it more attractive for people to live closer together, urban
villages could reduce the amount of development in rural areas,
Bellingham planner Greg Aucutt said.

The growth strategy calls for some new

homes in established neighborhoods,
mostly as accessory homes on existing

lots, and leaves some homes to be put 1o download the city plan, click

outside the city in an expanded or here. (3MB, PDF)
reconfigured growth area.
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In supporting the growth plan last week , the City Council also
endorsed a Planning Commission recommendation to write detailed
plans for two urban villages in 2005.

Getting some villages in place could reassure people who are worried
about the concept, Aucutt said.

"I think there's this sense that an urban village means some
commercial and lots of apartment buildings," he said. "That's not
what's envisioned at all. If you look at the successful ones, they're a
mix of uses and housing types."

City officials will go back to the council early next year with cost
estimates for the planning work and suggestions for the first villages,
Aucutt said.

Old Town is an obvious candidate, because of earlier planning work
and efforts that will be going on nearby along the waterfront, Aucutt
said. He said the Ohio Street area, Fountain District and Barkley
Village are other possibilities.

Spokane consultant Bill Grimes, who wrote the growth plan,
recommended prioritizing development of urban villages in Old Town,
the Fountain District, the central waterfront and the Ohio Street
area.

Getting two plans done next year will depend on the city hiring
outside help, despite the city's tight budget, Aucutt said.

"It's conceivable that we could get two plans done," he said. "I think
one is probably more likely."

Reach Aubrey Cohen at aubrey.cohen@bellinghamherald.com or 715-

2289.
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