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The plan would place 
greater emphasis on 
tranportation- both highway 
and rail

Retail/commercial centers 
would become Cheney’s 
secondary economic sector, 
i.e., circulating dollars 
already in Cheney

Additional access to 
rail would become more 
critical, and lead corridor 
development

The downtown area would 
need to exemplify Cheney’s 
future economic mix - 
housing key businesses and 
supporting retail

The connection to I-90 
at Tyler would become a 

priority, aiding movement of 
traffi c and freight

EWU academics, research 
and athletics would become 

part of Cheney’s primary 
economic sector, i.e., 

activities that bring dollars 
in from the outside

Policies would promote 
transportation connections 
to Spokane and the airport 

The plan would likely 
reserve southwestern 

Cheney for jobs-intensive 
land uses

4

Transportation for goods and services - especially rail, auto 
and air - would become a top-priority under this scenario.

Description

In this scenario, Cheney’s principal 
planning focus would be to increase local 
employment and the community’s general 
level of economic activity. This would include 
increasing the amount export-oriented 
and value-added activity, as well as the 
enrichment of the institutional and service 
sectors. To achieve this scenario, Cheney 
would actively recruit new businesses that are 
compatible with the community’s character 
and resources, using a combination of 
competitive advantage and quality of life to 
attract business.

New employers in this “primary” sector 
would focus on technology, value-added 
to agricultural products and, perhaps, rail-
based transportation and warehousing. 
These sectors are consistent with Cheney’s 
location in a rural landscape, its hosting of 
EWU and its adjacency to main-line railroads 
connecting the community to metropolitan 
areas east and west. These jobs would bring 
money into the community by adding value 
to products and serving clients from beyond 
the immediate region. Entrepreneurs and 
small companies might also contribute to this 
sector, and so might others of a “creative 
class” drawn to Cheney by its small-town 
atmosphere and proximity to Spokane.

Institutional and service sectors would also 
be targeted for employment growth, with 
the university, professional offi ces and retail 
services offering new jobs…many as a direct 
result of primary sector success. Money 
brought in by new jobs in that sector would 
contribute to the community’s prosperity 
by circulating through the institutional and 
service sectors.
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Compact - ++ + 0

Walkable - ++ ++ 0

Central downtown -- + ++ +

Sustainable -- 0 + ++

Conservation -- + + 0

Non-motorized options -- ++ ++ +

Reduced leakage + - + ++

Retail choices ++ - + +

Parks 0 + 0 +

* How does this concept measure up to Cheney’s vision? This components list 
represents topics most generally supported among workgroups and participants to 
date. Ratings are presented on a scale of “--” to “++”, with “++” representing the best 
possible compliance with the specifi c vision component, “--” being the worst, and “0” 
being neutral. 
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In 20 Years?
Based on the policies 
and land-use concepts 
described at right, here’s 
how the percentage of 
various land-use categories 
might change over the next 20 
years. Though land-use quantities 
are an important measure of 
community character, improving 
Cheney’s overall “feel” and 
quality of life depend on scores 
of other factors. The new plan 
can address many of these by 
establishing citywide policies 
and programs, all acting to help 
Cheney’s growth.

Concept 4: “Economic Cheney” Concept 4: “Economic Cheney” 
Jobs and economic growth become the top priority 
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A jobs-centric focus would likely include higher contrast 
between residential and commercial development areas in 
Cheney.

Adaptive re-use and new construction 
housing primary-sector businesses 
could help defi ne Cheney’s downtown.
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